F. No. 10/056/2022-UR&SI-Il (E- 263845)
Government of India
Ministry of Power
Shram Shakti Bhawan, Rafi Marg
New Delhi, Dated: 17" September, 2024

To
Additional Chief Secretary/ Principal Secretary/ Secretary (Energy/ Power) of
all States and UTs.

Subject: PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijlee Yojana

Sir/ Madam,

With reference to the subject cited above and in continuation of the |etters
issued by this Ministry dt 04.07 2024 & 18.07 2024 (copy enclosed), | am directed
to say that Government of India has approved the PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana
to increase the share of solar rooftop capacity and empower consumers (o generate
their own electricity The scheme aims at installation of rooftop solar for one crore
households by FY2026-27.

2. The role of DISCOMs/! Power Departments is critical In  successful
implementation of this scheme as it involves various approvals, testing of meters and
other handhalding support required at the end of the DISCOMs.

3. In order to make the process hassle free for the consumers and to achieve the
overall target of the scheme within stipulated timelines, amendments in Electricity
(Rights of Consumers) Rules, 2020 were notified which waived the requirement of
Technical Feasibility Study for upto 10kW rooftop solar systems. The notification also
provides for deemed load enhancement upto 10kW, and for signing of connecticn
agreement, installation of meter and successful commissioning of the roof top solar
system within fifteen {15) days from the date of submission of installation certificate.

4. In order to further streamline the process, the following practices should be
adopted:

i, Operationalising deemed load enhancement up to 10kW as the rules provide
for deemed acceptance of applications for solar PV systems uplo 10EW
capacity and any commensurate enhancement of the sanctioned lcad of the
consumer has to be done automatically

il. Toavoid multiple visits by the consumers to DISCOM offices, payment of RTS

application fea, load enhancement charges, meter testing charges, net mater
charges. commissioning fee and likewise other associated fees and charges

may be collected at the time of commissioning

ii. Al associated fees and charges to be paid may be displayed by DISCOMs on
their websites.

iv. Installation of Smart meters under RDSS should be prioritised to facilitate
installation under PMSG: MBY without levying any additional charge.
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5.

DISCOMs need to maintain adequate stock of tested net-meters. The vendors
may be allowed to submit net-meters for testing in a lot of up to 100 meters,
s0 as to maintain sufficient inventory of tested net-meters which may be
issued to consumers post installation of rooftop solar plants.

To avoid delays in signing and submission of net-metering agreemeants
DISCOMs to provide digital mode of acceptance instead of physical signing.
Meanwhile, the signed copy of net-meter agreement be collected from
consumer anytime before inspection and copy signed by DISCOM be handed
over to consumer during commissioning.

DISCOMs should ensure that consumer details are digitized and are made
available on DISCOM portal, for easy fetch through AP| on portal of PMSG:
MBY. The implementation of the above practices would go a long way in
streamlining the installation of roof-top solar under PMSG: MBY.

In view of the above, it is requested to direct the concerned officials of the

DISCOMs/ Power Departments to ensure early implementation of these measures
Compliance in this regard may be submitted to this Ministry by 29.09.2024.

6.

This issues with the approval of competent autharity,

Encl.: As above. : JH
N
'u"h
'o,;ﬁl

(Jamiruddin Ansari)
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel: 011-23352913

Copy to:

1.
2.
3.

Secretary, MNRE

CMD/ MD of DISCOMS of all States/ UTs

CMD REC and CMD PFC with a request to coordinate with respective
States/ DISCOMs to ensure that the sald directions are implemented in a
timely manner.

Also copy to: PPS to Secretary (Power)/ P30 to JS (Distribution)



F. No. 10/05/2022-UR&SI-Il (E-263845)
Government of India
Ministry of Power
Shram Shakti Bhawan, Rafi Marg
New Delhi, Date: 04" July, 2024

To
Additional Chief Secretary/Principal Secretary /Secretary (Energy/Power) of all
States and UTs

Subject; Installation of Smart Meters for the purpose of Net- Metering of Roof
Top Solar under PM-Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana

Sir Madam,

With reference to the above cited subject, | am directed to say that, under
Revamped Distribution Sector Scheme (RDSS), prepaid Smart Metering works have
been sanctioned for consumers which are in different stages of implementation
Further, the Govemment of India, under PM-Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana, is also
taking up installation of rooftop solar in view of the benefits that are envisaged both
for tha consumer and the DISCOMs,

2. For the purpose of Met Metering, in the areas where the Smart Metering
works have ailready been awarded under RDSS, DISCOMs/ PDs (Power
Departments) should mandatorily get the Smart Meters installed through the AMISP
(Advance Metering Infrastructure Service Provider) executing the smart meter
project. Till the time AM| system is fully integrated, the smart meters can be used as
g standalone net meter. This would help avoid the unnecessary cost that may be
incurred in installation of static net meters as going forward the static meters would,
in any case, be replaced with the smart meters under RDSS.

3. In view of the above, it is requested to direct the concerned officials of the
DISCOMs/ PDs to taks necessary action as mentioned at para 2 above. Action taken
in this regard may be infimated to this Ministry at the earliest

4, This issues with the approval of Competent Authority.

(o e
u %
s

(Jamiruddin Ansari)
Daputy Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel: 011-23352923
Copy to:
1. CMD, REC and PFC Ltd. with a request to coordinate with respective States! UTs
for implementation as above.
2. CMD/ MD of DISCOMsf PDs of all States and UTs



Also copy 1o
PPS to Secretary (Power) PSO to Joint Secretary (Distnbution)



F. No. 10/05/2022-UR&S|-lI-(E- 263845)
Government of India
Ministry of Power

ik

Shram Shakti Bhavan, Rafi Marg
New Delhi, Dated: 18" July, 2024

To,
Additional Chief Secretary/ Principal Secretary! Secretary (Energy/Power) of all
States and UTs.

Subject: PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijlee Yojana— automatic load enhancement upto 10
kW of RTS

Sirf Madam,

With reference to the above cited subject, | am directed to say that the Government
of India has approved the PM Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana on 28™ February, 2024 to
increase the share of solar rooftop capacity and empower residential households fo
generate their own electricity.

2. In order to facilitate the Roof Top Solar Installations, Ministry of Power notifiad the
Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Amendment Rules, 2024, Sub-rule TA of rule 11of the
said rules prescribe that:

(TA) The applications for roof top solar photo voltaic systems upto 10 kW capacity,
complete in all respects shall be deemed to have been accepted without requiring
technical feasibility study and any commensurate enhancement of the sanctioned
load of the consumer, as may be required, shall be carried out by the distribution
licensee.”;

3. In view of the above, it is requested to provide for deemed enhancement of the
sanctioned load, if required, in respect of the consumers applying for roof-top solar (RTS)
installations for up to 10 KW, A copy of the aforesaid rules and the regulations issued by
Himachal Pradesh State Electricity Regulatory Commission in this regard s also enclosed
for ready reference.

d. It is further advised that the application for installation of Rooftop Solar System under
the above mechanism may not be withheld for want of application from the consumer for
load enhancement or for payment of the requisite charges and arrears, if any, and the same
may be realized before the commissioning of the RTS system insfalled.

5. This issues with the approval of competent authority.

L F?'L*Ik
Encl.: A= above. M&iﬁ'lﬁ"ﬁp
%

(Jamiruddin Ansari)
Deputy Secretary to the Govt. of India
Tel: 011-29952913



Copy to:

1. CMD, REC and CMD, PFC Ltd.: with a request to coordinate with respective
DISCOMs for compliance as above
2. CMD/MD of DISCOMs/ PDs of all States/ UTs

Also copy to:
PS to Secratary (Power)/ PSO to Joint Secretary (Distribution)
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(iii) ST-F=H (9) F T W Moo SU-Raw T@r o, erei-
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2023 gy sifaw a2 "enfera fro o o

MINISTRY OF POWER
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 22nd February, 2024

G.S.R. 125(E)..—In exercise of the powers conferred by sub-section (1), clause (z) of sub-section (2) of
section 176 of the Electricity Act, 2003 (36 of 2003), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules,
further to amend the Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Rules, 2020, namely:-

1 (1) Theserules may be called the Electricity (Rights of Consumers) Amendment Rules, 2024.
(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2 Inthe Electricity (Rights of Consumers) rules, 2020 (here in after referred to as the principal rules), inrule 2, in
sub-rule (1),-

(i) after clause (k), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:-

‘(ka) "owner" means the person who is having absolute right over the property and the expression owner includes the
lega heirs;

(i) after clause (mb), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:-
“(mc) 'Resident Welfare Association' (here in after referred to as the Association) means an association comprising al

the property owners within a Co-operative Group Housing Society, Multi storied Building,Residential Colony, or a
similar body registered with the State Government.”

3 Intheprincipa rules, inrule4,-
(i) for sub-rule (11), the following sub-rule shall be substituted, namely:-

“(11)The Commission shall specify the maximum time period, after submission of application complete
in all respects, not exceeding three days in metropolitan areas, seven days in other municipal areas and fifteen daysin
rural areas, within which the distribution licensee shall provide new connection or modify an existing connection:

Provided that for rural areas of States and Union Territories having hilly terrain, the maximum time
period for new connection or modification of an existing connection, after submission of application, complete in all
respects, shall not exceed thirty days:

Provided further that where such supply requires extension of distribution mains, or commissioning of new sub-
stations, the distribution licensee shall supply the electricity to such premises immediately after such extension or
commissioning within a period not exceeding ninety days.
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Explanation: For the purposes of this rule, the term ‘States and Union Territories having hilly terrain’ means the
States of Arunachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Tripura,Uttarakhand,Union Territory of Jammu & Kashmir and Union Territory of Ladakh.”

(i) after sub-rule 13, the following sub-rules shall be inserted, namely:-
“(14) Within the area covered under an Association:

(@) The distribution licensee shall provide either a single point connection for the Association or individua
connections for each and every owner, on the basis of choice of the mgjority of the houseor flat owners in such
Association and the choice shall be ascertained by means of a transparent ballot to be held by the distribution
licensee;

Provided that if more than fifty percent of the owners prefer individual connection then individual connection shall be
given to each owner.

(b) the metering, billing, and collection shall be done separately for

(i) individua electricity consumption sourced from the distribution licenses;

(if) individual consumption of back up power supplied by the Association; and

(iii) electricity consumption for common area of such Association sourced from the distribution licensee.

(c) In the case of a single point connection, the Association shall be responsible for metering, billing, and collection
and for individual connections, these responsibilities shall vest with the distribution licensee.

(d) In the case of a single point connection:

(i) the charges deducted through pre-payment meters or bills raised by theAssociation for individua electricity
consumption shall be on no-profit-no-loss basis.

(ii) the distribution licensee’s tariff for single point connection to Associations shall not exceed the average billing
rate for low tension domestic category.

(iii) the total billing done by Association for the electricity supplied by the distribution licensee shall not exceed the
overall tariff paid to the distribution licensee.

(iv) an additional amount as prescribed by the Appropriate Commission may be charged towards the sub-distribution
network cost incurred for providing electricity up to the premises of the individual consumer.”

(15) On the request of an Association or an owner of the flat or house in an Association or any other consumer,
the distribution licensee shall provide a separate connection for supply of electricity for Electric Vehicle charging
system;

Explanation.- For the purposes of this sub-rule, it is clarified that the time line for providing this connection shall be
in accordance with the sub-rule 11 of Rule 4.”.

4. Intheprincipal rules, in rule 5, for sub-rule (7), the following sub-rule shall be substituted, namely:-

“(7) The testing of meters shall be done by the distribution licensee within thirty days of receipt of the complaint
from the consumer about their meter readings not being commensurate with his consumption of electricity, stoppage
of meter, damage to the seal, burning or damage of the meter, and the like:

Provided that in case of complaint by a consumer regarding meter reading not being commensurate with his
consumption of electricity, distribution licensee shall install an additional meter within five days from the date of
receipt of the complaint, to verify the consumption, for a minimum period of three months.”

5. Inthe principal rules, inrule 11,-
(i) for sub-rule (7), the following sub-rule shall be substituted, namely:-

“(7) For installation of roof top solar photo voltaic systems, the technical feasibility study shall be completed within a
period of fifteen days and the outcome of the study shall be intimated to the applicant, failing which it shall be
presumed that the proposal istechnically feasible.

(7A) The applications for roof top solar photo voltaic systems upto 10 kW capacity, complete in al respects shall be
deemed to have been accepted without requiring technical feasibility study and any commensurate enhancement of
the sanctioned load of the consumer, as may be required, shall be carried out by the distribution licensee.”;

(i) for sub-rule (8), the following sub-rule shall be substituted, namely:-

(8) subject to sub-rule (7A), during the time period from the feasibility study or deemed acceptance of the application
till the completion of installation, in case, there is any requirement of upgradation of distribution in frastructure like
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augmentation of service line, distribution transformer capacity, and the like for installation of the required capacity of
roof top solar photo voltaic system, the same shall be carried out by the distribution licensee or consumer, as the case
may be:

Provided that the cost of strengthening the distribution infrastructure, including distribution transformer, as
necessary, to facilitate the installation of roof top solar photovoltaic systemsup to a capacity of 5 kW or a higher
capacity as prescribed by the State Commission, shall be included in the revenue requirement of the distribution
licensee.

(iii) for sub-rule (9), the following sub-rule shall be substituted, namely:-

“(9) After installation of roof top solar photovoltaic system, the consumer shall submit the installation certificate to
such distribution licensee and such distribution licensee shall complete signing of connection agreement, installation
of meter and successful commissioning of the roof top solar photovoltaic system within fifteendays from the date of
submission of the installation certificate.

(9A)The Formats of connection agreement and installation certificate shall be placed on web-portal of the distribution
licensee.”

[F. No. 23/05/2020-R&R]
SRIKANT NAGULAPALLI, Addl. Secy.

Note : The principa rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Part 11, Section 3, Sub-section (i)
vide number G.S.R. 818(E), dated the 31% December, 2020 and was last amended vide number G.S.R. 437(E),
dated 14" June, 2023.

Uploaded by Dte. of Printing at Government of India Press, Ring Road, Mayapuri, New Delhi-110064
and Published by the Controller of Publications, Delhi-110054. o
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HIMACHAL PRADESH ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION, SHIMLA
NOTIFICATION

No. HPERC-H(1)-11/2015.- Shimla, the 12th June, 2024

The Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission, in exercise of the
powers conferred by Section 181, read with Sections 61, 66 and 86(1) (e) of the
Electricity Act, 2003 (36 of 2003), read with Section 21 of the General Clauses
Act, 1897 (10 of 1897) and all other powers enabling it in this behalf and after
previous publications, hereby makes the further amendment in the Himachal
Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission (Rooftop Solar PV Grid Interactive
System) Regulations, 2015, namely:-

REGULATIONS

1. Short title and commencement. - (1) These Regulations may be called the
Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission (Rooftop Solar PV Grid
Interactive System) (Third Amendment) Regulations, 2024.

(2)These Regulations shall come into force from the date of their publication in
the Rajpatra, Himachal Pradesh.

2. Amendment of Regulation 2 .- In Regulation 2 of the Himachal Pradesh
Electricity Regulatory Commission (Rooftop Solar PV Grid Interactive System)
Regulations, 2015 (hereinafter referred to as the “Principal Regulations”),
after clause (22), the following new Clause (22 A) shall be inserted, namely.-

“22 A ‘State Nodal Agency’ for the purpose of these Regulations, means
the Himachal Pradesh Energy Development Agency (HIMURJA) or the
Himachal Pradesh State Electricity Board Limited (i.e. Distribution
Licensee) designated to implement the Solar Rooftop Scheme(s) by the
State/Central Government”.

Amendment of Regulation 5.- In Regulation 5 of the Principal Regulations,-
(i) In Sub-regulation (2), for the existing Table-1 and Table-2, the following
new Table-1 and Table-2 shall respectively be substituted, namely:-

“Table-I
Sl. | For consumers having | Maximum peak capacity of rooftop
No | sanctioned connected load solar system
1. 10 kW or less 10 kW as per the provision of Sub-
Regulation (4) of this Regulation
2. Exceeding 10 kW 50% of sanctioned connected load
or 10 kW; whichever is higher:




Table-2

Sl. | Voltage at which Maximum peak capacity of
No | consumer(s) gets supply rooftop Solar PV System

1. |LT(19) 10 kWp

2. |LT(39) 20kWp

3. 11 kV or higher voltage level 1 MWp: ” and

(ii) After Sub-regulation (3), the following Sub-regulation (4) shall be added,
namely:-

“4) In case a consumer wants to install Rooftop Solar PV System of
capacity not exceeding 10 kW, the following additional provision shall be
applicable, namely:-

(a) No technical feasibility shall be required to be carried out;

(b) If the sanctioned connected load is less than the capacity of
plant which the consumer seeks to install, the sanctioned
connected load shall be deemed to have been enhanced to such
extent;

(¢) In case where the existing sanctioned load of the consumer is
enhanced as per the deemed provision under Clause (b), the
obligations of the consumer to bear the charges and that of the
distribution licensee shall be governed as per the provisions of
Himachal Pradesh Electricity Regulatory Commission (Recovery
of Expenditure for Supply of Electricity) Regulations, 2012,
amended from time to time; and

(d) The consumer shall be required to deposit additional security as
per the provisions of the Himachal Pradesh Electricity
Regulatory Commission (Security Deposit) Regulations, 2005 as
amended from time to time.”.

4. Amendment of Regulation 7.- In Regulation 7 of the Principal
Regulations,-

(i) In Sub-regulation (3), after the words “checking the feasibility”
appearing in the first line, the words and signs “, where required,”
shall be inserted;

(i) For Sub-regulation (6) the following Sub-regulation shall be
substituted, namely:-



“(6) The eligible consumer intending to avail financial assistance,
available under the particular scheme(s),may get his Rooftop Solar
System registered with the Himachal Pradesh Energy Development
Agency (HIMURJA) or Himachal Pradesh State Electricity Board
Limited (i.e. Distribution Licensee), as the case may be, being a
State Nodal Agency for such scheme(s),in online mode or otherwise
and HIMURJA /Distribution Licensee shall acknowledge the same
as per the timelines given in Table-4 from the date of receipt of such
request and, thereafter, if considered eligible, shall accord, in
principle, approval and also take further action to grant subsidy, as
per the timelines given in Table-47;

(iii) For Sub-regulation (9) the following Sub-regulation shall be

(iv)

v)

substituted, namely:-
“(9) The distribution licensee, the eligible consumers, State Nodal
Agency and the Chief Electrical Inspector or any other competent
authority shall adhere to the timelines for various activities
pertaining to them as specified in the following Table-3 and Table-4:
Provided that if timelines for key activities specified
under the Electricity (Right of Consumers) Rules, 2020, as amended
from time to time, are lower than as given in the Table-3 and Table-
4, such lower timelines shall be applicable for the purpose of these
Regulations.”;

In Table-3, appearing under Sub-regulation (9), under column “Activity”
in Item No.3, for the words and sign “Site Verification/Technical
Feasibility”, the words and figures “Technical Feasibility above 10 kW
capacity” shall be substituted.; and

After Note 2, appearing below Table-3 to Sub-regulation (9), the
following Note-3 shall be added, namely:-
“Note 3:-

(a) The applications for Rooftop Solar Photo Voltaic Systems upto 10
kW capacity, complete in all respects, shall be deemed to have been
accepted without requiring technical feasibility; and

(b) For installation of Rooftop Solar Photo Voltaic Systems above 10 kW
capacity, the technical feasibility study shall be completed within a
period of fifteen (15) days and the outcome of the study shall be
intimated to the applicant, failing which it shall be presumed that
the proposal is technically feasible.”.

By order of the Commission

Sd/-
(Chhavi Nanta), HPAS
Secretary



